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Encouraging young children to be curious 
 

From the time they are born children are actively the world around them. They are curious about what 
they can see, hear, touch and taste when they are lying in a cot, sitting in a car seat or splashing in the 
bath. They will be interested in what different foods taste like, what different toys feel like and what 
happens when they are waved around, shaken or dropped.   

  
As children become more independent they will be enjoying exploring out of doors as well as indoors. 
Your toddler is likely to be interested in what grass, leaves and twigs feel like, where insects and bugs 
hide and what happens when you jump in a puddle. Children of this age love to pick things up, look 
closely and share their discoveries with other people. Remember, many of these will be new and very 
exciting experiences for your child so it is important  to try to be as enthusiastic and interested as she 
is.  
 
Indoors, there is a whole exciting world to explore. How to open the kitchen drawer, what the pots and 
pans sound like when you hit them with a spoon and what happens when you press the remote control 
for the TV. Toddlers enjoy doing things again and again to satisfy their curiosity so you need to be very 
patient and tolerant  

  
Being curious and having the opportunity to follow your ideas and try things out for your self is an 
important attitude to life as it lays the foundation for learning, now and in the future. A curious child 
has ideas, asks questions and enjoys finding things out for herself. As she does this she not only 
discovers a lot about the world she lives in, but also becomes more confident in her ability to interact 
with the rest of the world.  

  
You can encourage your child to be curious by being a good role model. This involves noticing things 
going on around you – an aeroplane in the sky, a rain shower or a snail hiding under a leaf -  and 
drawing your child’s attention to them. You could also ‘wonder out loud’ about why certain things are 
happening and encourage your child to share her ideas. Encouraging children to ask questions –and 
listening to those questions and trying to answer them – is an important way to encourage curiosity – 
even if it can get a bit wearing at times! 
 
The important thing to remember about encouraging curiosity is that it doesn’t involve any expensive 
toys or equipment. Ordinary, everyday things can be interesting and exciting and you will be amazed at 
the ideas your child will come up with about what they are and what can be done with them.All you 
need is an open interested attitude to life and the time and patience to listen carefully and try to see 
the world through the eyes of your child.  
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